LN

Nty

© out the document

mAE o

Approved For Reled¥<80t4/06728 /€ A-RDP88

DAVID LAWRENCE ™"

-." . 5 7 1 r.n ”‘\ & e : s :,{r 4 'ﬂ' ' ,‘ -. ,{j;) - eﬂz = A ‘,’. T /ZJ) 7 2 A ‘
- Another Side to the Pentagon Papers

. Grave doubls are being ex-
“pressed by some high officials
of the Johnson administralion
-as to the merits of the so-
called “Pentagon Study”

which was the basis of pub-,
lished articles last week about”

“the Vietnam war.

" 'For one thing, it is pointed
was not
‘made available to important
‘officials until a few days
before the administration

“ended so that it could be care-

fully appraised ~ An
‘examinalionrevealedthat
much White House material,
for instance, was omilled as
“well as comments by certain
officials of departments in-
‘yolved in the events
“mentioned.

" 'The impression which some
former officials have is that
.the “study” was prepared by

. -biased writers who were inten(

on carrying on the anti-war
crusade of the day. . -

- Why didw’t the authors of
.the memorandum or study
~confer” wilh  all  the  high
officials who had a part in the
policy-making -process? 'The
:docunent doesn’t present the
-complete record of what con-

fronted the Johnson adminis- -

tration and the reasons for

choosing the various steps that -
were initiated in the hope of .

persueding the North Viet-

~namese to enter peace nego-.

tialions.

President Johnson is

probably the only man who
knows {he whole story, though
some of his cabinet officers
were well acquainted with the
circurnstances that led to cer-
fain actions being {aken.. So
far ag is known, they were not
consulied by the writers of the
Pentagon study.

_The American people are en-
titled to both sides. The press
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has an obligation to dig up the
facts as to which officials even
knew ahout the Pentagon doc-

ument and why the others who -
took part in the making of -

policy have not heen given an
“opportunity to cxpress their
opinions jn the newspaper arti-

cles which have since
appeared. .
The question of whether

newspapers have a right to
publisi docwinents which are
classified is one that the Su-
preme Court will have to
decide. 'The main point of in-
terest today, however, is the
news conlained in them as re-
vealed in the New York Times
and the Washington Post. The
stories printed are certainly
news, bul whether some of the
texts of communicalions from
our government to diplomats
or ambassadors abroad should
have been paraphrased and
no! printed verbatim is some-

- thing that needs to be settled
“ by the court to insure ways of-
proteciing government codes,-.

- As mallers stand now, the

American people have been

given what many officials of
the” "last ™ admipistration
consider a ‘one-sided story.
[They say il leads the public to
think that their own govern-
ment was engaged in

“deceplion.” In fact, the word

“eredibility” . is  frequently
used in lhe criticisms of the
Johnson administration as a
result of what has heen pub-
lished
Vielnam policy was developed,

There is
Every administration has
tried to avoid any step that
would force the country into a
larger and larger war in Viet-
nam. If a move was made that
appeared to

sures - and . thesc were not
taken, is this evidence of a
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aboul the way the.

another phase, |

. threaten the.
enemy with retaliatory mea- -
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. lack of good faith. or of “de-;
ception” of. our people? In .
war, adversaries make all.
kinds of moves to influence the
action of the other side.

“The United States also was*i
trying to get assistance from’
other countries so that more
troops would be mobilized to-
¢ -impress both Red China and

the Soviet Union, These are

normal praclices and should
not be regarded now as just
part of - a political game,

Foreign governruents, espe-

cially those in Southeast Asia

and -the Pacific, appreciale
what the United States did in
making big sacrifices  in

Vietnamn. ¥Escalation of the

var was one way to show the

Comamunists that they would

not be allowed {o take over

Southeast Asia, ’

Forcign policy in the United

States 1s not made by one ad- -

ministration, It exlends back
into other administrations, and
any study of current problems
rust take into account the im-
< portance .of maintaining
friendly relations with other
governmen(s in_Asia as well:
as Jurope which depend on
America’s potential help.

One of Presideni Johnson’s
close friends told ihis writer
that’ the Pentagon . Study
showld have been submitted o
the Department of State ira-
mediately after'it was written,
Why wasn't this done? :

-Now, as it is made public,
the assumption abroad will be
that the department
acquicsced in the findings of
the report, or atleast had an
opporlunity to approve or dis-
approve of its contents, which.
doesn’t happen to be the case.
- Meanwhile, the Armcrican
people are not boing told what
really happened. Former
President Johnson is the only
man who today can give the
nation all the facts, A
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